Conventions still serve purpose

As a longtime political junkie, it was an honor to

have the opportunity to serve as an Indiana. dele-

_gate to the 2004 Republican National Convention in
New York City. ‘

. The role of national political conventions has
obviously evolved over the years. For decades,
national conventions were the place where national
power brokers gathered to determine who should
.be each party’s nominee for president and vice
‘president. v ) S

Those days are long gone. Now, the primary sys-
tem  determines the selection of a presidential can-
<didate, and the vice-presidential candidate is typi-
cally chosen by the presidential nominee and is
merely acquiesced to by the convention delegates.

. Because national conventions lack the “wheeling
and dealing” of old, many political pundits believe
the events serve as little-more than long “infomer-
cials.” That criticism may be somewhat ‘warranted,
but as a first-time delegate, I found the process fas-
cinating. o ’ .

For starters; not all infomercials are bad. Some
are quite informative. And I think modern political
conventions serve an important purpose of jump-
starting the fall presidential-campaign season and
promoting public debate. '

Admit
graphed a

nd designed to provide only one side of

‘the story. However, let’s face it: There are many cit-
izens who take their responsibility to vote very seri-
ously but nonetheless do not. eat, sleep and drink

politics every day of the year. A quick glance at
each convention can give these voters a solid intro-
tory understanding of why each party believes

is the right man for the job.
nal note, the highlights of my conven-
ere the chance'to shake hands with Iraqi
ommy Franks and boxing promoter Don
are Bush supporters.) My favorite
- one delivered by Democrat Sen. Zell
Miller, of Georgia. Sen. Miller spoke for the hun-
ousands (maybe millions) of conserva-

dreds of thousand

- tive Democrats who are beginning to wonder if
ir part s left them behind on both social and
national security issues. . - - '

On a completely different topic, several of our .

. local schools deserve kudos for their academic

dly, the conventions are 'tightly choreo-

il achievement. As was reported in
- The Shelbyville News,
Shelbyville,  Morristown and
Triton Central high schools all
- had significant increases in over-
all SAT scores last year. In fact,
the schools ranked as the top
three in overall score improve-
ments for the central Indiana
area. '
The area’s largest increase
came at Shelbyville High School,
where the average total score for
the Class of 2004 was 1,055 (out
: of a possible 1,600), an increase
of 95 points from the previous year’s graduates.
Shelbyville High School Principal David Adams

_indicates that the improvement is due to a more

challenging curriculum at the school and an organ-
ized effort to provide SAT workshops for .students
who plan to take the test. )

‘Shelbyville High School should also be praised
for its outstanding achievements with students who
have taken the national Advanced Placement (AP)
tests. AP tests give students an opportunity to study

- at a college level while still in high school and earn

college credit for their efforts if they can show a
high level of competency in the subject matter.

This week, it was annotinced that Shelbyville had
six students receive a perfect score in four different
AP subjects. Twenty students received a score of
four (out of a possible five) in various subject mat-
ters, and 25 students received a three. These are
outstanding results for our school system, and most
of these students will now receive college credits
because of their efforts. '

- Obviously, test scores are only one component of
a strong academic experience. However, test results
do matter, and everyone involved in these achieve-
ments — students, parents, teachers and adminis-
trators alike — shoyld be proud of their efforts. It is
great to be reminded that our children have the
opportunity to receive a first-class education in our
local schools. ' \

Messer represents the 57th District, including most of
Shelby County, in the indiana House. ‘

911112004



