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Congratulations to everyone involved in organizing
“applause for veterans .at public

literally thousands of Memorial Day ceremonies
around the country last weekend: Americans may be .
. in disagreement about the current war in Iraq, but ° |
~ there is no disagreem nt about a love of our nation’s
soldiers. - _ B
" Around the country, Americans gathered in com-
munity after community to:honor and remember
~ those soldiers who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our
country. _ g : ‘
Locally, Shelby County veterans gathered for their
traditional services on the Shelby County Court
House lawn. My, grandfather, Jack Rotzien, a World
War II veteran and former. resident of Shelby County, .
participated in the ceremonial unveiling of a new
World War 11 ‘Memorial in tiny Westville, Indiana. ;
And, of course, last weekend marked the grand open- 3
ing of the National World War 1I Memorial in
Washington, D.C. = Lo :
'Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is -
a day of remembrance for those who have died in
service to our nation. More than two dozen cities and
towns lay claim to being the birthplace of Memorial
Day. However, it is generally accepted that the day
was first widely observed on May 30, 1868, to com-
- memorate the sacrifices of Civil War soldiers. -
© The first ‘official proclamation for a day honoring
‘fallen soldiers was issued by General John A. Logan
of the Grand Army of the Republic. As a result of
Logan’s order, his organization of former sailors and
soldiers placed flowers on the graves of all Union and
~ Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.
" The motivation for Gen. Logan’s order was clear:
he believed we should not and cannot forget the price
“of freedom. In support of Decoration Day, Logan stat- :
ed “let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages
- of time testify to the present or to the coming gener- -
ations that we have forgotten as a people the cost of
a free and undivided republic.” .. - .
" To me, this spirit is alive and well in modern day o T e :
America. You see small gestures like the display of = Messer represents the 57th District,
crosses honoring Shelby County’s fallen soldiers on, ~ County, in the Indiana House. -~
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